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| 6 And what one 3 in the Eapth 1s like thy 


TFeople, even like Iſrael? 


% 


11. sauvzr, vii. 23. 


T O be a i pes view of the 
nations of the earth, and learn in what 
reſpecls ſome are happier than others; and 


to examine what are the ſources of national 
proſperity, and the true foundations of the 
ſtrength and permanency of ſtates ; muſt 
be profitable at any time, and eſpecially 


proper at the preſent criſis, It is with this 


view the words now read have been choſen. | 


And let none fay, that we are carried 


away by the ſpirit of the times, to ſubſtitute: 
mere political harrangues I in the place of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt: for, as I obſerved, on a 


former occaſion®, the affairs of ſtate, the 


A - manage 


In a Sermon IF on the preceding Lord's day, : 
from Proverbs, xiv. 34.—-Righteouſfieſs exalteth a ' 


nation; but ſin is a reproach to any people, 
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management of public concerns, and the du- 
ties of citizens are not to be conſidered as 
topics foreign to the goſpel, but the con- 
trary ; becauſe the goſpel views man in 
every condition in which man can be plac- 
ed,—and eſpecially as a member of ſociety. 
T ſhall not, therefore, need to apologiſe for 
the ſentiments contained in the following 
diſcourſe; ſince, in delivering them, eſpe- 
cially in preſent circumſtances, I conſider 
myſelf only doing conſcientioplly: the du- 
ties of my officſe. 

But not to waſte your time unneceſſarily. 
—let us come to the ſubjet now propoſed 
to he conſidered. - 

David, the pious king of Iſrael, bat been 
conducted from the humble walks of a 
paſtoral lift, to the exalted ſtation of a 
throne; and 28 he had been conducted to 
it, ſo he was firmly eſtabliſhed in it, Now 
it came to paſs, as we read in the firſt verſe 
of this chapter, that when the king ſat in 
his baufe, and the Lord had given him reſt 
round about from all his enemies; meditating 
devoutly on all the great goodneſs of God 
to himſelf and the nation; he thought in 
his heart, that he ought to make prepara- 


tions for building a temple to the honour 
| of 


C4 1 

of his God. And the Lord ſent the pro- 

phet, Nathan, to aſſure him, that he was 

pleaſed with his pious deſign, and to en- 
courage him to perſevere. So we read, 

(in the 8th verſe). Now therefore ſo fbalt 
thou jay unto my ſervant David, Thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, I took thee from following 
the ſheep, to be ruler over my people, Iſrael. 
And I was with thee whitherſoever thou 
wwenteſt, aud have cut off all thine enemies out 
F thy ſight, and have made thee a great 
name, like unto the name of the great men that 
are in the earth. He was ordered alſo to 
allure him of God's ſuture goodneſs to his 
family, from which was to ariſe, in the ſul- 
neſs of time, that great Deliverer whoſe 
throne was to be eſtabliſhed for ever. Af- 
{er theſe aſſurances, which filled the heart 
of this great man with a ſublime joy, be went 
in, it is faid, and ſat before the Lord, and 
there poured out the gratitude of his ſoul, 
in the language here recorded. He ad- 
mires the goodneſs of God, in raiſing him 
to a ſtation ſo very eminent ; in ſaving him 


from internal enemies, who had repeatedly 


attempted to diſtract his government; in 
vanquiſhing his external foes on every 


hand ; in giving him peace, in which he 


appears 
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1 
appears to have greatly delighted, thougb 
he had been an illuſtrious warrior; and 
thus affording him an opportunity of at- 
tending to the internal concerns of tlie 
ſtate and his people's happineſs. And 
while he revolved in his mind the many 
indubitable inſtances of Divine Providence 
towards the nation, and the happy circum- 
ſtances in which they were now placed ; 
looking around him from his exalted ſta- 
tion on the ſmiling ſcenes of proſperity on 
every hand, and the ineffable comforts to 
be derived from a ſtate of peace and ſecu- 
rity ;—having a heart capable of ardently 
deſiring and greatly delighting in the feli- 
city of thoſe committed to his care ;—he . 
utters, among many other expreſſions, the 
words of our preſent text, And what one 
nalion in the earth is like thy people? 

I. We may here, in the iu place, con- 
ſider a little the reaſons on which this 
expreſſion is founded, or in what reſpects 
the people here ſpoken of, were favoured 
above the other nations of the earth. 

II. This will prepare the way for our 
making ſome obſervations, in the /econd 
place, on the great goodneſs of Gop to our 
own ſtate and nation in particular; our 


high 


C 2 1 
High and many privileges, the gratitude due 
from us to God for them; and the wiſe 
improvement which we ought to make of 
them. 

I. Let us, „ then, 3 in aha firſt place, ak 
4 few general obſervations on the ſtate of 


the Jewiſh people, previouſly to and at the 


time when theſe words were ſpoken; which 


will be a ſuitable preparation for the re- 
marks that are intended to follow. a 
Ihe poſterity of Abraham have been a 
people moſt remarkably under the direction 
of Divine Providence, ever ſince their ori- 
gin: and notwithſtanding the many revo- 
lutions which they have experienced, a 
remnant of them is ſtill preſerved diſtinct 
from all other nations; and no doubt for 
ſome important events yet to come, in 
which they are to be deeply intereſted. 
The founder of this nation was a man of a 
moſt excellent character, eminent for his 
faith. and piety ; he was called out from 
the midſt of idolators, that of him might 
be made a great nation; among whom the 
knowledge of the true God was to be pre- 


ſerved, 'till the times of the Meſſiah ; when. 


this. ———— and the news of ſalvation 
could 
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1 
{hould be diffuſed over the face of the whole 
earth. 8 | | 
The hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation, if 
read with ſuitable views, and eſpecially in 


order to gain an acquaintance with be ways 
of God to men, would be one of the moft 


znſtructive that could merit our attention. 


Indeed the ſtudy of hiftory in general, 
if properly conducted, tends greatly to edi- 
fication. In order to derive the greateſt 
profit from it, we ought to mark the courſe 
of the divine diſpenſations,—1n the happy 


conſequences of national virtues, and the 


awful effects of national vices ; — the riſe 
and progrets of ſtates and kingdoms ; their 
{hort or long duration, according as folly or 

wiidom fat at the helm of their public af- 

fairs; their enjoyment or loſs of liberty ; 
their ruling over, or becoming ſubje to 
neighbouring nations; and' the like ;— 
in theſe things, I ſay, we ſhould mark the 
courſe of God's Providence ; we {hould tee 
the operations of a divine hand; and then we 
{hall readawell-written hiſtory of any nation, 
eſpecially that of the Jews, with high ſatis- 
faction and advantage. But if we read thoſe 


_ hiſtories only to gaix an arquatatance with 


a few 


3 9 
4 few of the more remarkable events, de- 
tached and ſeparate; and if we endeavour 
to perſuade ourſelves, that all human affairs 
are under the guidance of blind chance, 
and tending to no concluſſon for the diſ- 
play of the divine juſtice and goodneſs ;— 


we {hall find our knowledge fruitleſs, and 
all our reſearches vain. 


The mind of man is ſo formed by its 
adorable and wiſe author, that it wiſhes to 
underſtand the final cauſe of every thing 
which it contemplates and admires. In 


viewing the works' of nature, ſo many 


firiking proofs of deſign and benevolence 
preſent themſeves to the mind, as ſoon as 
the reaſoning powers begin to unfold 


themſelves, that even children wiſh to be 


inſtructed in theſe things, to trace a chain 
of cauſes and effects, and to know why 
certain things are ſo and fo, and not other- 
wiſe. We ſee the moſt beautiful harmony 
ſubſiſting from age to age, among the hea- 
venly bodies; however various in ſize and 
ſituation, and how complicated ſoever their 
motions and revolutions. We look for, 
and are pleaſed to find, in every province 
of nature in this lower world, evident 

B marks 


E 

marks alſo of wiſdom” and goodneſs.” A 
power that is irreſiſtible, under the direc- 
tion of infinite wiſdom, appears to be con- 
ſtantly operating, on every hand. It ſeems 
to be doing the utmoſt violence to our 
reaſon, to endeavour to perſuade our- 
felves, that there is no wife deſign in the 
conſtitution ot nature, and the arrange- 
ment of its various parts. l 

And is it not doing equal violence to 
our rational nature, to ſuppoſe that the 
events of this lower world are under no 
wiſe direction, or, that there is no Pro- 
vidence over the affairs of men? Even the 
Romans of old, Who built the moſt aſto- 
niſhing fabric of empire that ever the 
world 'beheld, evidently acktiowledged, eſ- 
pecially in their better days, that their 
republic was under the divine direction, 
and could ſtand no longer than it was 
the will of the Supreme Deity, to preſerve 
it by his guardian care. They ſeem grate- 
fully to have aſcribed. their victories to an 
over-ruling power. The ſentiments of 
their moſt celebrated orator, patriot, and 
philoſopher, on this ſubject, have abvays 
been greatly admired. 

q : As 


{ wm} 


As a Divine Providence, then, muſt be 


acknowledged over the affairs of men; and 


ſomething may be learned on this ſubject 
even from the light of nature, and the ge- 
neral voice of nations ;—how thankful 
Thould we be for the light of revelation, by 
which our views are ſo greatly enlarged, 
and our thoughts are carried back to the 
ereation and forward to the conſummation 
of all things! 

But what we have more particularly in 
view, at preſent, is the intereſting hiſtory 
of the Feteſb nation. And we ſay that 
this is above all others full of inſtruction, 


becauſe the deſigns of Providence to- 
wards them have been more fully unfold- 
ed to us, than his deſigns towards any 


other people. Had we only the hiſtory 
of that nation, in the way in which hiſ- 


tories are commonly written, —a ſplendid 


enumeration of the moſt {ſhining facts and 
revolutions ;—and eſpecially laboured de- 


{ſcriptions of battles, and high encomiums 


on the characters and exploits of Moles, 
Joſhua, and other leaders; with little of 
the doings of the Lord, and the interpo- 


Sitions of his hand; had we, I ſay, this 


2 - _ hiſtory, 
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E 
hiſtory, thus compoſed in the common 
way, and were we only amuſed with the 
ingenious remarks of hiſtorians, on the 
operation of mere natural cauſes; we 
could not read it with ſo much advantage 
as we now can; nor could we, in a ſatis- 
factory manner, account for the many 
changes through which that nation has 
been made to paſs. This people were 
called he people of the Lord, and he was 
pleaſed to ſtile himſelf the God of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob. But we muſt not 
ſuppoſe, that they had the ſame ideas of 
the government of the world, which many 
other nations ſeem to have had, 2. e. that 


every nation or ſtate had ſome particular 


Divinity preſiding over it, and attending 
to its concerns alone. For the repreſen- 


| tations which are every where given of 


God, in the Jewiſh writings, lead us to 
conceive of him as the Creator, Freſerver, 
and Lord of heaven and earth; as having 
all nations under his direction; and em- 


ploying all the ſhining armies of heaven 


as his miniſters, in the government of this 
lower world. —Now, as this people had fo 


much light and knowledge, reſpecting 


God 


„ 
God and his providence, more tlian 
others around them had; this ſhows the 
force and propriety of the words of David, 
when he faid, ——** What one nation in the 
earth is like thy people, even Iſrael?” It 
muſt be conſidered as an exalted pri- 
vilege, indeed, to have the knowledge 
of the true God, and of the manner in 
which he is to be worſhipped. This his 
- Choſen people had; while mankind in 
general around them were bowing down 
before ſtocks and ſtones, and paying a 


ſuperſtitious adoration to falſe and ima- 
ginary objects of worſhip. The ideas 


which they had of the Supreme Being, of 
his Providence and government of the 
world, are fully ſet forth in thoſe hymns 
of praiſe, which were compoſed prin- 

cipally by this pious King, and which all 

men of taſte and piety have ever ad- 
mired. They had alſo the moral law, 

written by the finger of God himſelf, 
which gives a full view of all thoie duties 

which we owe to God and to one another. 

For the ſum of -the commandments is, 

To love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 

and our neighbour as ourſelves. They had 

2 aſſurances 
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aſſurances not only of the juſtice, but alſo 


of the mercy of God through a Redeemer, | 
who is ſlow to anger, and ſometimes ſpares 
ſinners for many years, and who forgivgs 
iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, to all thoſe. 
who truly repent. They had the cleareſt 
proofs of his mercy ; for, he had often- 
turned away his anger from them, and 
exatted of them leſs than their iniquities 
deſerved. He gave them the moſt en- 
couraging promiſes of his protection, as 
well as the cleareſt views of the miſeries 
that would come upon them, as a nation, 
if they departed from him, and became 
immoral and profane. He placed them 


in the land which he had promiſed tq 


their fathers, —a land, which, to uſe the 
ſcripture-phraſe expreſſive of the greateſt 
plenty, floweg with milk and honey. Out 
of this land he expelled thoſe nations, 
which by their enormous wickedneſs had 
become ripe for ruin, that he might plant 
his people in their flead. | 

To ſum up all in a few words, —the 
Jewiſh nation were, at the time here al- 
juded to, in an independent and flourith- 
ing condition; having the light of the 

| : knowledge 


E 

knowledge of the true God ſhining upon 
them; having alſo excellent laws for the 
rule of their conduct; and being in a ſtate 
of peace, —having no enemies within the 
ſtate that were diſaffected to its beſt inte- 
reſts, nor any without, to be feared; while 
a pious and prudent man, f extraordinary 
abilities, and whoſe life Providence had 
watched over and pre ſerved through many 
a ſcene of trial and danger, was placed at 
the head of the nation, and reigned in the 
hearts of his people. | 

When theſe | ſeveral things are taken 
into conſideration, which time will only 
allow us at preſent briefly to mention, we 


ſee how much ſuperior, in point of pri- 


vileges, the Jewiſh nation was, to. all the 
other nations around them. 

IT. Let us now, in the /econd place, con- 
fider the great goodneſs of the Divine Be- 
ing to our ſtate and nation in particular ;— 

our high privileges; the gratitude which 
we owe to God for them ; and the wiſe 


improvement v hich we ought to make of 


them. : 
We might draw a parallel between our 
gondition and that of the nation [poken at 
111 
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in the text, in a variety of particulars. A 
perfect reſemblance, indeed, of the cir- 
cumſtances of any two nations is not to be 
expected; and yet it may be ſufficiently 
ſtriking to merit attention. | 

The celebrated navigator who firſt diſ- 
covered this continent was doubtleſs under 
the guidance of heaven; and the diſco- 
very was preparatory to the wonderful 
events that were to follow. This part of 
the New World preſented itſelf as a place 
of refuge tor thoſe who wiſhed to enjoy 
religious and civil freedom, unmoleſted, 
and to the greateſt extent. They hoped 
that here they could warſhip God accord- 


ing to their conſciences, and would be at 


2 ſecure diſtance from all the infults of 


tyranny. The infant ſettlements, which 


Providence deſigned as the nurſeries of a 
valt republic, in due time to ariſe, gra- 
dually extended themſelves along the 
{hores of the ocean, and into the interior 
parts of the continent. Their growth 
was rapid and aſtoniſhing ; they were in 
general a ſober, induſtrious, and pious 
people; and the governor of nations proſ- 
pered them. The tame of the privileges 

here 


En ) 


here to be enjoyed, and of the ſalubrity of 


che air, and fertility of the ſoil, drew hither 
great numbers from different nations of the 
OLD WORLD. | | 


But, alas! how ſubject to change are all 
human affairs; and by what a precarious 


tenure are theſe poſſeſſions held and en- 
joyed! Attempts were made to deprive us 
of the privileges which we ſo highly 
prized; and a diſtant power, which we 


were wont to call the Parent nation, in- 


faſted on I be right of making laws to bind us 
in all caſes whatſoever. We could not 
conceive in what other language, the moſt 
alſolute tyranny could have clothed its man- 
dates and its menaces. We reſolved to re- 
fuſe a ſubmiſſion to the moſt unequal and 
iniquitous laws; for we would not acknow- 
ledge the power, that was aſſumed, to be 
a lawful one; but, on the contrary, 4 
w!oiation of our chartered rights. Hence 
aroſe an obſtinate and bloody conteſt. 

To take a view of this in its riſe, progreſs, 
and termination, would be a work of much 
ume; ſuthce it to obſerve, that being con- 
&dent of the juſtice of our cauſe, we com- 

© mitted 
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mitted ourſelves into His hand, who diſ- 
poleth of ſtates and kingdoms at his plea- 
ſure; we prayed to him, and made a di- 
ligent uſe of the molt proper means of ſelf- 
defence. And the arm of the Lord ap- 
peared evidently ſtretched forth for our 
preſervation : And in nothing did his care 
more fully manifeſt itſelf, than in raiſing 
up and preſerving thoſe illuftrious men, 
of whom it may be faid, as is here faid of 


David, that he made unto them à great 


name. The malice of diſaffection, the 
deep-laid ſchemes of treachery, and even 
all the open attacks of courage, aimed at 
our ſubjugation, were wholly diſappointed. 
Many powerful friends were raiſed up for 
us, and our independence, (to obtain which 
fo much blood and treaſure had been ex- 
pended ) was at laſt acknowledged. The 
foundations of a free government being 


thus laid, and the moſt favourable oppor- 


tunity afforded, which appears ever to have 
been given to any of the ſons of men, of 
eſtabliſhing the freeſt and beſt form of 
civil“ government, which could be learned 
from the wiſdom and experience of ages,— 

conſtitutions 


( 19 ) 
conſtitutions for the ſeveral ſtates, and a 
general one for the union and intereſt of 
the whole combined, were formed, and re- 
gulazly and ſolemnly adopted. 

This is only an ozz/ine of the picture, 
haſtily ſketched : To give it all the variety 
of {ſhades and colourins, neceſſary to com- 
plete it, would be rather the buſineſs of the 
hiſtorian than the divine. 
| Theſe things are mentioned, to ſhew, 
that when we compare our condition with 
that of other nations, we may with great 
propriety borrow and apply the words of 
the text, and ſay, —//bat one nation in the 
earth is lite the American people. Hiſtory 
does not inform us of any people who had 
the ſame favourable opportunities, that we 
have had, of chooſing that form of govern- 
ment which we might think beſt, and moſt 
conducive to our happineſs. What was 
good in others, we were at liberty to adopt; 
what was bad, to reject. This opportu- 
nity we hope has not been neglected. 
And we live, and have lived and proipered 
for ſome time, under a government which, 
with all the impertections that can in any 

C2 juſtice 
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juſtice be laid to its charge, is one of the 
moſt free and excellent under the fun, 
Nothing is wanting to make-it all that we 
could wiſh it to be, and to give us the 
pleaſing hope of its ſtability and perma- 
nency, but more wi/dom, virtue, and reli- 
Zion, among the citizens at large. This is a 
government, which all the real friends of 
freedom in the old world appear to ad- 
mire; and under the wings of which the 
oppreſſed of every nation would wiſh to 
take refuge. Here is liberty and equality, 
according to the juſt acceptation of thoſe fa- 
vourite terms; liberty, civil and religious, 
to the utmoſt extent that they can be, where 
there is any government at all; and an 
equality of rights, or proviſion made for the 
equal protection of the lives and properties 
of all. That all men ſhould be equal, as 
to abilities, ſtation, authority, and wealth, 
is abſolutely, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
impoſſible. But where every citizen has 
a voice in making the laws, or in chooſing 
| thoſe who make them, and is equally un- 
der their protection,. — here is equality. 
As 0 religious liberty eſpecially, we 
may 
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may indeed ſay, I bat nation in the earth 
rs like the American people? For every man 
may entertain what opinions he thinks 
Tight, and worſhip God in what manner he 
thinks beſt, without being excluded from 
any office, to which he has a proſpect of 
riſing, on account of his creed or religious 
ſentiments. This is ſurely liberty, in the 
utmoſt latitude that any man could defire. 

If rulers abuſe their truſt, or aim at op- 
preſſion, they are removeable in a regular 
and conſtitutional way; and better men 
can be put in their places, when the power 
_ reverts into the hands of the peaple, at the 
ſtated periods. This way of redreſſing 
grievances is infinitely preferable to that 
of tumults and inſurrections. Unhappy 
the people who can have no change in 
their government but what they ut ob- 
tain by the ſword! 

The advantages ariſing 9905 our ſitua- 
tion, and the productions of the ſoil, in 
the various climates comprehended within 
our boundary line, might, if this were the 
proper time and place, be fully deſcribed. 
And it would appear, that no other nation 

ON 


Wn COON EE I CORRERNES 8 
«6% , — 


2 2 8. 


:.. ͤ— ß——.ꝛ..ß—ßß.rĩj—r—ßr— 
— — — — 2 2 —_— — 5 > y_ 2 —— Ine * 2 - Ts the -—— — * A 


45. 


Fu 2 * 
— —U— 2 — —— 
— — wa 


7 re pi Ee 
2 


Sy ** l TD. IE — 
2 2 p — 
1 - ＋ ” 4. 
SLE Be. cr rp] 
© pcnla,. wary. Is et — 


C 
on earth may be compared with this, in 
theſe reſpects. What unſpeakable advan- 
tages have we for a gainful commerce with 
the whole world! At what a happy diſ- . 
tance are we placed, from the fierce and 
ambitious nations of Europe ! 

We hear of a great people contending 
for liberty. We hear of a nation in arms, 
combatting a formidable hoſt of enemies, 
to ſecure their freedom and independence. 
But oh! what ſcenes of horror, what fields 
of deſolation and blood ,—preſent them- 
ſelves to our imagination, when we endea- 
vour to form an idea of the real preſent 
ſtate of Europe! And how happy are we, 
to be in a ſtate of neutrality and peace! 
How much ſhouid we admire that wiſdom 
and firmneſs that have preſerved us in 
ſuch a ſtate ; amidſt ſo. many wicked en- 
deavours to involve us in the calamities 
of war ! 

And has not Science darted her . 
rays, into the remoteſt parts of theſe United 

tates? Seminaries of learning are riſing 
into reputation on every hand; and under 


the foſtering care of government will be 


among 
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among the chief means of preſerving ou? 
liberties. - The ſons of ſcience, particu- 
larly thofe educated in this place*, will, 
we hope, never be ſeen at the ſtandard of 
anarchy, or on the ſide of deſpotiſm. 

And as to Religion, the choiceſt bleſ- 
fing of heaven to men, and without which 
no nation can be truly happy ;—is ſhe not 
left at liberty, to diſplay to every advan- 
tage her celeſtial charms, and to exert her 
renovating powers on the minds of men, 
free both from the aids and the reſtraints 
of the civil arm? What would the people 
of theſe States have or wiſh for more? 
Are not theſe the very objects for which 
our patriots bled? And to obtain which 
the greateſt ſacrifices have been made oY 
all ranks of citizens? 

While thus we view the fair fide of 
things, and realize our many privileges, 
we cannot but rejoice and be thankful. 

| Hymns 


Dickinſon College, in Carliſle, has ſent forth 
at leaſt eighty graduates, ſince its erection; and pro- 
miſes to be an extenfive bleſſing to the Weſtern 
Country, if ſupported by a generous public. 
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Hymns of praiſe ſhould every where be 
ſung to the Eternal King, who fought for 
us our battles, and gave us 8 and 
peace. 

But when 1 look around me, al ſee 
multitudes of men in the garb of ſoldiers, 
and handling the inſtruments of war, —I 
cannot but feel the moſt painful emotions, 
and aſk, —What theſe things mean? Has 
fome foreign deſpot invaded our territ o- 
Ties with formidable armies ? Are the ſa- 
vages of the wilderneſs committing de- 
vaſtations far and wide upon a defenceleſs 
frontier, having routed the army ſent to 
ſubdue them? Or is there any other 
ſimilar cauſe of theſe warlike preparati- 
ons? No! (I am anſwered) Theſe 
Preparations are for a very different pur- 
poſe. They are to teach thoſe who will 
not. otherwiſe . be taught, —that we ought 
all to be obedient to lawful authority; 
that we ought to reſpect the government 


- which ourſelves have made, and whoſe 
protection we have enjoyed; that in a 


pure republic the will of the majority 
muſt be ted to, and no lawleſs 


attempts 


» 


E + 
attempts made to weaken the energy of 
good government.” And is it pollible, 


that ali our cit zens have not gocd ſenſe 
enough to know theſe plain and impor- 
tant truths, without ſuch a formidable 


force to teach them? It ſeems not. To 
our grief and ſhame it muſt be told. 
But upon this diſgraceful part of our 

hiſtory I ſhall not dwell at preſent: it is 
a a painful talk! and we have heard from 


the proper authority the real flate of our 


affairs. But oh! what heart, that is not 


hardened into an entire inſenſibil.ty, does 
not bleed at the thought of an unpro- 


voked igſurrection, by ſome of our de- 
luded fellow-citizens, againſt the mildeſt 


and freeſt government under heaven! 


What friend of peace and real liberty 
does not drop a tear over the folly of his 
brethren! Shall we pity them, and enu- 
mexrate their grievances, as an apology 
for their conduct? If they have any 
grievances, what are they? and are they 
ſuch as can juſtify an appeal to arms ? 
No man in his ſober ſenſes can ſay any 


ſuch 


D 
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ſuch thing. Can it be a grievance to 
fupport good government? Surely it 
cannot. Unleſs government itſelf be a' 
grievance ; which is perhaps indeed the 
opinion of not a few. 
But let us, my friends, better taught, 
rejoice in the privileges which we poſleſs, 
and do every thing that is required of us, 
in our ſeveral places, for their ſecurity ; 
knowing that a regular adminiſtration of 
juſtice is infinitely preferable to anarchy ; 
and that it is a ſolemn and important. 
duty, to ſubmit to laws, which have 
had every ſanction that they ought to 
have, for the public good and indivi- 
dual ſafety. 

Tt is for the ſupport of the laws of 
their country, I am well perſuaded, and 
for no other object, that ſo many of our 
brethren have voluntarily armed them- 
ſelves on the preſent occaſion. 

To you, my friends, who are preſent 
with us at this time, in the character of 
Citizen-Soldiers, allow me the liberty of 


a ſhort addreſs; and with this I ſhall 


conclude. 


You 
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You are in the preſence of Him who 
knoweth all hearts; and I truſt you are 
_ conſcious to yourſelves, that you have aſ- 
ſumed your preſent character, not from the 
delire of war, but the love of peace. We 
cannot but admire your patriotiſm and zeal. 
You have left your families, your friends, 
and all the comforts of the domeſtic 
ſcene, to endure the hardſhips of a 
camp,—to expoſe your health to the in- 
clemencies of the air*,—and your lives, 
if required, to the malice of diſaffection ! 
It is thus you will learn, as many as have 
not learned already, ſomething of the 
aſtoniſhing hardſhips which the brave de- 
Fenders of our country endured, for ven 
long years: and you will highly prize, 
and contend for, that liberty which was 
0D 2 purchaſed 


At this time were encamped, on the Commons of 
Carliſle, many gentlemen from the city of Philadel- 
phia, and elſewhere, who had left behind them large 
families, and all the comforts of life, which an inde- 
pendent fortune could give; and many of them ſuch as 
worthily filled the higheſt departments in ſociety. To 
ſee ſuch men lying upon a bed of ſtraw, and doing 
the duties of ſoldiers, was truly aſtoniſhing. What 
_ zeal for liberty and good government did this teſtity! 


1 


purchafed at ſo dear a price. You have 


the example of our beloved PRESIDENr, 


and other exalted characters, to animate 
you to your duty. In obeying his di- 
rections, and copying his many ſhining 
virtues, you will find the path to laſting 
honour. Your determined firmneſs and 
unanimity will cauſe diſcord to hide her 
gn:ity head. Order and obedience will 
be reſtored, and the effuſion of blood pre- 
vented. You are called to act under the 
direction and authority of Him*, wha 
never expoſed to danger a ingle life 
without neceility; and who graced his. 


- victories with that clemency which is the 


greateſt ornament of true courage, and 
one of the ſureſt teſts of magnanimity. 
And is not the cauſe, in which you are en- 


gaged, ſuch, that you may ſafely pray to 
the omnipotent and juſt Ruler of tlie 


World, 


The Prefident of the United States, Governor 
Mifflin, and many other gentlemen of high rank, he- 
ing preſent, the Preacher was reſtrained from ſaying - 
as much as he could have wiſhed on this ſubjeR, leſt 
the expreſſion of his real ſentiments might have ap- 
peared to ſome the language of adulation. 
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world, for his aid and protection? We 
are perſuaded it is: and would both fol- 
low you with our prayers, and beſeech you 
to pray for yourſelves, and truſt in him 
who is able to preſerve you. Let no part 
of your conduct reflect diſgrace upon 
your arms, or injure the good cauſe in 
which you are engaged. Be ſober and 
temperate, —mercitul and juſt, friendly 
to each other, — and firmly combined in 
the cauſe of virtue, innocence, liberty, 
and law. | 

And now may God diſpoſe the hearts 
of our fellow-citizens, every where, to 
the love of order, juſtice, and peace! 
May he eſtabliſh good government among 
us! May he long preſerve a life which 
appears ſo neceſſary for our public tran- 
quillity; and preſerve to this country her 


rights and privileges—wHILE SUN AND MOON 
ENDURE ! 


THE END, 


